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HOLY COMMUNION
PART IIT = THE OFFERTORY

You are to be taken, blessed, broken and distributed that the work
of the Incarnation may go forward” (St Augustine).
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SUSTAINING YOU

THROUGH THE WEEK

We have gathered as God's people, confessed our sins and received
forgiveness, opened ourselves to God's word and let it soak into our
lives, prompting both an affirmation of faith and a prayerful response

as we engage with the needs of the world. Edited by
Caroline Hodgson
Now we know who we are and what we are called to, the focus A

shifts from book to table and, as a final act of preparation for the
communion to come, we stand to receive God’s peace before we in
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turn share it.
Sometimes this is almost too challenging.

We may manage to pray with genuine warmth and compassion for
Christian brothers and sisters far away — but those in the pew beside
us are a different matter. And as for the strangers in our midst — we're
often quite happy to overlook them entirely.

It's as well, then, that the peace we share is not the easy comfortable
peace of a familiar fireside but a deeper peace beyond understanding
- God's reconciling gift to us.

Despite the common practice that sees congregations
far and wide scrabbling for cash as the offertory
hymn begins, the “gifts of the people” that are
presented are far more than money, or even bread
and wine. As the president offers these gifts they
become symbols of all that we have and all that we
are - the things God has given us, offered to God
again. Of course, what we can bring feels very paltry.
Sometimes it is nothing but regrets and failures,
mess and anxiety — but no matter.
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“There you are on the altar,” as Augustine told his Third week before Lent

confirmation candidates. We trust that as we offer ourselves to God,
Monday 14 February to
Saturday 19 February
2022

with all our brokenness, God will receive and bless the offering — and
in a few short moments give us in exchange God’s very self in a scrap
of bread and a sip of wine.




