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19 JANUARY opposition to Jesus the very beginning of life, but no matter what age the candidate, T —
Hebrews 6:10-end increases and it it represents the beginning of a different story from the one that
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Hebrews 7:1-3. 15-17 -1hey Journey is an important image in scripture, and for many biblical and
Psalm 110:1-4 were so dedicated £l g} characters a physical journey is preceded by God's call. Moses is Heather Smith
Mark 3:1-6 to following theTen ' called to lead the Hebrews out of Egypt, while Abraham responds
P ol Commandments to God’s call to leave his home.The Church of England Liturgical
AR ARY and the other laws of the first five books of the Bible that they had Commission’s (www.churchofengland.org) reflection on baptism
Hébres 7.2 - &6 created hundreds of additional regulations prescribing exactly how points out that Paul is travelling when he meets Christ and that
Psalm 40:7-10. 17- they thought this should be done. Unfortunately, many of their extra Christ's ministry is played out in the context of constant journeying.
end rules were onerous and misguided. For instance, absentmindedly ) _ _ )
Mark 3:7-12 plucking the ears off grain, as the disciples had done, was believed to Although baptism can take place at any time, the Liturgical

Commission, setting it in the context of the biblical story, suggests
particular times. Baptism in the early Church took place on Easter
Sunday with all its imagery of rising to new life. Other suggestions
are Epiphany/Baptism of Christ and at All Saints’ tide.

break the commandment not to work on the sabbath, as was Jesus’
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The Pharisees criticised Jesus for being lax in his law-keeping, but he
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Mark 3:13-19 knew that they had forgotten the heart of the Law, a love for God and o _ _ ) _
neighbour. He was angry that, rather than rejoicing when he healed a Physical journeys generally require preparation and the Liturgical
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23 JANUARY create a supportive and more rounded preparation, it suggests
Hebrews 9:2-3. 11-14 There was a basic incompatibility between Jesus’ ways and the a set of activities that could take place within services in the run
Psalm 47:1-8 Pharisees’, and we are given the first ominous hints that such clashes
Mark 3:20-21 of viewpoint would ultimately lead to his death, as the Pharisees and
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among his disciples was Judas, the one “who betrayed him”

up to and after the baptism itself. These could begin with a formal
welcome several months before baptism while, in the weeks
immediately preceding, candidates or their parents or sponsors
could be given Jesus’ Summary of the Law, the Lord’s Prayer, the
Apostles’ Creed, and the Beatitudes. Thanksgiving and sending out

Enable us, Lord Jesus, to follow in your example of love, might take place some time after the baptism itself.

01420 88222 www.rpbooks.co.uk

wll so we are driven by your compassion in all we do.
: Help us to recognise and deal with any attitudes These additional steps bring a new emphasis to the importance of
i and ways of thinking baptism, to the welcome into the community of Christ's disciples, ~ Second week of Epiphany
that make it difficult for us to show such love to others. and to the beliefs, responsibilities and support that will form part of Monday 18 January to
the journey. Saturday 23 January
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