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Hosea is a passionate book for turbulent times, spanning, as its first verse
informs us, the reign of Jeroboam Il (c. 787-747 BC) until the imprisonment
of Hoshea (c. 731-722 BC), last king of Israel — a desperate period. Kings
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Psalm 100 ends with reflection on Christ’s kingship and dominion. §
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First-century Christians expected the kingdom to be established - Aimed at a male audience in a patriarchal society, Hosea highlights the
soon, and were disappointed. Two thousand years on, we may look serious sacrifice, the severe social stigma that any husband would incur
Revelation 22:1-7 at the wars, famines, societal divisions and natural disasters of our for standing by a wife who has shamed him. Changed values mean that,
Psalm 95:1-7 own times, and wonder if we are being asked to take our part in for different reasons, this text remains profoundly uncomfortable for
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establishing the kingdom of God here and now. contemporary readers.

Chapters four to eleven consist of oracles denouncing Israel’s politics and
Almighty God, you created all worlds

and rule over time and space.
Help us to see signs of your majesty
and power in our world,
and in everything we do or say

cultic practices. Here Hosea introduces another very human metaphor,
that of God as a loving father and Israel as a rebellious son, whom the
father disciplines but refuses to destroy as the Law demands. Finally,

chapters twelve to fourteen interweave both the relational metaphors: the Week next
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. . son is threatened with destruction unless he repents, while the repentant before Advent
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